
2017 High Elms & Downe Sponsored Walk for The Primrose Centre 

Distance: 3.6 miles (approx. 1h 40m) 

 

Park in the Cuckoo Wood car park – if approaching from Shire Lane, this is down High Elms Road on the left 

half a mile beyond the golf club house. Leave the car park by the entrance and take the path immediately 

opposite. Cross the bridle path, go through a kissing gate and follow the footpath across the meadow, a carpet 

of cowslips in spring, towards woodland. Continue parallel to the woodland on the left, passing several 

numbered posts forming part of the High Elms Trail. Pass through a small copse and bear left along edge of 

grassy area past two seats to meet a broader path between hedges at a T-junction. Turn left and follow this 

path, crossing another path and a bridleway, to North End Lane. 

Turn left and take the first turn on the right along Bogey Lane. Soon climb steps on left into field and follow 

side of field to corner. Descend through gap and turn left until you reach a broader farm track (Orange Court 

Lane). Take the path opposite, bearing left across a field and then turning right along the right hand edge of 

the next field. Follow the path between fences to Rookery Road. 

Turn left along the road and take great care, walking on the outside of bends until you reach a pavement after 

passing North End Lane on the left. Walk through the village, keeping left right round the church so that you 

end up going down High Elms Road and pass the primary school on your left. Go through the recreation ground 

and then follow a bridleway parallel to the lane. On emerging at the junction between Mill Lane and High Elms 

Lane, cross the lane and go down High Elms Lane (very carefully) until it bends sharp left. 

Just after the bend, take a footpath on the right. Climb diagonally to the far corner of the field and then 

cross the next field diagonally to the far edge. Bear right downhill along the left hand edge of the field until 

the path enters woodland. Turn left uphill. After a few metres, join a broader path and turn right. Continue 

until you reach a barrier and turn left uphill along a replanted beech avenue – the original was destroyed in the 

1987 gale and replanting was financed in 1989 by the Rotary Club and others. At the top turn left and follow 

the edge of the wood, passing posts 16, 15, 14 (note the round brick watering hole for pheasants built in the 

nineteenth century), 13 (where you bear right), 12 & 11 of the nature trail, to the car park. 


